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SUPREMATISM ON THE SQUARE!
an intervention in the public space, Zagreb, since 2008 ongoing
documentation of the working process, web site, social sculpture
Kristina Leko in collaboration with BLOK, Local Base for Cultural Refreshment
"Suprematism on the Square!" is an artistic site specific intervention
on the main square of the city of Zagreb, Croatia. It will cover all the
adverts and company logos with black cloth, or, alternatively, another color,
for 24 hours. The intervention is planned for the year 2010. It will be a
collaboration with the companies involved with the main square advertising
surfaces, the advertising sign companies and the municipal authorities.
The collaboration with companies means that each company should cover their
logos or adverts at their own expense. Each company is approached through
several meetings (until now, we met the responsible parties from 10 companies).
At these meetings, we explain the project, and try to get the other side
enthusiastic about the project. A diary is being kept documenting these
meetings. The aim is to explore to which extent the business people are ready
to give away their advertising for a non profit and poetic cause. During the
meetings we also negotiate the color: if we feel that there is a problem,
instead of black, we offer alternative colors, first red, and then white.
In December 2008, in the production of Local Base for Cultural Refreshment,
a non profit organization, a test intervention on the east side of the square
was supposed to take place. By covering the logos and adverts in black only,
during the Christmas time, this intervention wanted to influence the passers by
to reflect about the status of material values in todays society. This time,
the covers were to be paid by the non profit organization.
The project was not realized. The leading bank in Croatia did not want to openly
refuse taking part in the project. Instead, their director called the mayor.
After that, the permission, issued 2 weeks beforehand, was cancelled. Therefore,
other companies which wanted to take part in the project were not able to do so.
The cancellation of the permission by the municipal authorities is unique. It
never happened before. It was not well received by the media. Several newspaper
articles were critical about the bank and the city.
All this influenced the form and dynamics of the project. Because of this
incident, the project initiated its web site which promotes the project and
informs about it. Also we collected signatures of support and comments about
the project. After 500 signatures were collected, we filed a complaint, and
asked for a renewal of the permission by the municipal authorities. At the
moment, I am working on the hand written letter to the mayor and the bank
director asking them for a meeting, in order to change their mind, and give
support to the project.
suprematizamnatrgu.kristinaleko.net
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